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INTRODUCTION 

Review is a critical analysis of the article “An exploration study of the policy process and early 
implementation of the free NHS coverage for pregnant women in Ghana published in 
international Journal for equity in health 2013. 

In this review of this article following steps were taken. It was summarized, then was analysed 
for print structure by out. Lastly review did the critical analysis of the article evaluating its 
authority currency, accuracy, objectivity and coverage Tables & figures were also analysis. 

ARTICLE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this article is to do exploratory analysis of the policy of free maternal 
memberships in Glama 2008 by NHIS. The method of analysis was a review of existing 
literature based on key informal interviewsN-13 There key informants were stakeholders in 
health system, public administration at national level and 2 districts. The revolts of the study 
highlights that new policy with limited state holder consultation was mainly political initiative. 
No costing was done prior. Through guidelines were issued, awareness of 18 pregnant mothers 
was very poor. The healthcare providers were concerned about work load or services and claims 
management. Users still face the informed changes in antenatal care. 

The study concluded that providing free healthcare does not solve weakness in systems. Long 
term commitment & financial support is required to make this policy effective. 

ARTICLE STRUCTURE 

The article is available on pubmed & PDF (248 KB). It was introduced with abstract, 
background, methods, results, discussion conclusion & references. The online links included 
biomed central PMC full texts. The full text version is free to readers including PDF version 
PM’o 23446355, indexed for Medline, PMCID: PMC 3599129. The which has been cited by 
biomed central citation, google scholar ISI web of science and promed central. 

ARTICLE CRITIQUE 

AUTHORITY 

The international journal of health is an open access, pees reviewed, online journal presenting 
evidence relevant to the search for and attainment of equity is health across and within countries. 
If aims to improve the understanding of issues that influence the health of population. This 
includes discussion of political policy related, economic, social and health related influences. 

Editors in chief: Efrat shadmi, University of Haifa, Leiya sui, John Hopkins University. 
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Founding editor- Barbara starfield John Hopkin University society affiliations- Affiliated to 
WONCA health special interest group. 

ACCURACY 

The exploratory study was based on six main research question which were adopted from check 
list. Which distilled good practice for implementation of policies there good practices centered 
on six area of policy design. A document review was conducted of relevant MOH & Ghana 
health services. The documents of relevance were analyzed systematically using 6 main research 
questions. 13 key informant semi structured interviews were conducted. 

CURRENCY 

The electronic version in complete and can be found on equity healthy: can/ content/12/1/16. The 
study was conducted between March and June 2012 using two research methods literature 
review and key informant interview. 

REFERENCE 

This is a scientific journal with scientific data bare. It was written to inform preventive social 
medicine health worker and will be of interest to policy makers, administrators involved in 
development and implementations of policy. 

OBJECTIVITY 

The article is based on exploring the implementation of good practices in health policy making 
Centered around six areas of policy design such as process, cost, implementation monitoring, 
evaluation perception & recommendation. 

STABILITY 

This is internationally acclaimed scientific journal or academic data or resource. The article is 
being cited in further research papers such as biomed central, googlescholar, pubmed central. 
The results were endorsed by govt. sector. 

Analysis of Figure-I- Framework for results of exploratory interview under headings such as 
policy, financing, implementation. If precisely explains the process of evaluation of policy. 

RECENT ADVANCES RELATED TO TOPIC 

Holders, Adjais, Armar Klemesu M, Gtaham W: providing free maternal healthcare: Ten lesson 
from evaluation of national delivery exemption policy is Ghana. 

Global health action 2009. 
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EXCLUSIONS 

The article analyzed following points to arrive at conclusion such as background, process, 
communication reimbursement, sustainability, to implementation, management. Monitoring, 
evaluation, perception of effects on cost, access, staff and facilities. Many themes from previous 
evaluation have recorded such as timely reimbursement & reaching the poorest. This study have 
concludes that free care has not solved systemic weakness wider concerns about supply demand 
element, quality of care are important to make policy effective. 
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